[THE ROLE OF THE FOXA SUBFAMILY FACTORS IN THE EMBRYONIC DEVELOPMENT AND CARCINOGENESIS OF THE PANCREAS.]
The embryonic development and carcinogenesis are controlled by many transcription factors. The regulatory systems involved in embryogenesis of an organ are also involved in the tumor development in the same organ. FOX family proteins are transcription factors, which play a key role in these processes. The pioneering factors of the FOXA subfamily act at the very early stages of the embryonic development by interacting with condensed chromatin and thereby enabling the expression of the formerly silent important transcription factors. The role of these factors in tumor development is currently not fully elucidated, although recent studies indicate the important contribution of the FOXA subfamily proteins at the early stages of carcinogenesis. This review is restricted to the role of the FOXA factors in embryogenesis of the pancreas and their significance in the development of the pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma.